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MVF Annual Home
Show coming soon

See pages 7 and 17

Need a summer job?
MVF needs summer
pool staff

See page 7

2008 MVF activity
card information
now available

See page 19

Local wrestlers
place in tournament

See page 20

Discover summer fun at an MVF pool! Beginning March
3, the Montgomery Village Foundation (MVF)
Department of Recreation, Parks and Culture will offer
annual pool memberships for the 2008 season to
individuals and families living in communities outside
of Montgomery Village and guests of Village residents.
See page 10 for details.

See LEGISLATION page 10

The widely-recognized logo of
Montgomery Village was actually
derived from an ancient symbol of
friendship. It represents two people
clasping hands in peace and harmony.
Kettler Brothers adopted this symbol for
the Village in 1966.

WWW.MONTGOMERYVILLAGE.COM                  CONTENTS ON PAGE  2

Are you creative? Don’t miss your chance to show off
your talent! Enter your work in the 34th Annual
Montgomery Village Art, Craft and Photography Show.
See page 18 for all the details.

Proposed state legislation
by Sharon Levine

The following are bills that
would impact condominium
and homeowners associa-
tions:

HB 42 – Home Financial Ac-
countability Act of 2008

The bill clarifies the avail-
ability of books and records
kept by or on behalf of common
ownership communities for in-
spection by a member, unit
owner, lot owner, mortgagees
or authorized agents or attor-
neys. The bill also allows the
majority of a quorum of a board
or other governing body that
held a meeting in closed ses-
sion to approve unsealing for
public inspection the minutes
of the meeting; repeals author-
ity of a common ownership
community to impose a rea-
sonable charge on a person re-
viewing books and records.

This bill is being re-drafted
to include amendments pro-
posed and passed by the Mary-
land Senate in 2007, when the
bill failed at the last moments
of the session, due to timing
constraints. The amendments
make provision for the follow-
ing:

• an association to send re-
quested information via mail,
electronic transmission or per-
sonal delivery within 21 days
after receipt of request;

• information on  individual
salaries, wages, bonuses and
other compensation paid to of-
ficers;

• charges imposed for copy-
ing books and records may not
exceed the prevailing average
charge by commercial copying
services in the community; and

• a charge for supervising the
inspection of books and records
or for the retrieval, preparation
and mailing or delivery of re-
quested information may not
exceed the actual cost of provid-
ing those services, including the
cost of labor.

HB 71 – Condominiums – So-
lar Panels – Restrictive Cov-
enants

The bill prevents a condo-
minium association from creat-
ing restrictive covenants to pro-
hibit installation of solar panels
on rooftops and exterior build-
ing envelopes.

Concerns expressed about
this bill relate to allowing con-
dominium unit owners install-
ing private property on common
elements.

HB 84 – Homeowners Asso-
ciations and Municipalities –
Solar Collection Panels – Regu-
lation

The bill prohibits a home-
owners association from pass-
ing a recorded covenant, restric-
tion or provision that imposes

unreasonable restrictions on
a lot owner installing a solar
collection panel. The original
draft of the bill will be
amended to make provision
for a homeowners associa-
tion to create guidelines for
size, shape and installation
of solar panels.

HB 117 – Real Property –
Installation of Solar Panels –
Clarification and Solar Ease-
ment

The bill prohibits a
homeowners association or
condominium association
from imposing unreasonable

Resident involvement is key
to public safety
by the MVF Community
Management Department 

 As part of its ongoing out-
reach with police and other
government agencies, the
MVF Government Relations
Department sponsored its
quarterly meeting with com-
munity managers and Officer
Diane Tillery of the Mont-
gomery County Police De-
partment. Discussion fo-
cused on improving security
around the Village and on
strengthening the relation-
ships between communities
and the police department.
All MVF community manag-
ers and the manager of Cider
Mill attended. Tillery re-
quested the community man-
agers that pass along the fol-
lowing points to the resi-
dents:
 NOTIFY THE POLICE

Residents who experience
crime or witness suspicious
activity should call the police
first, whether or not their com-
munity has private security.
To report an emergency, resi-
dents should call 911. To re-

port a non-emergency, resi-
dents should call 301-279-
8000. Residents may report
an incident in three ways:

 • With complete contact
information and a request that
a police officer respond di-
rectly to the resident’s house.

• Anonymously; however,
these calls may be given low
priority by the police, because
they have no one with whom
to follow up.

• ”Reluctantly.” This is the
police term for residents who
do not want their identity to
be distributed and who do not
want to be visited by the po-
lice at their home. By provid-
ing their own contact infor-
mation, however, residents
are available to police if the
police need more information
or details. The police have en-
couraged residents to always
provide their contact infor-
mation as it is helpful to offic-
ers in the event they have
questions. They have assured
us that the identity of “reluc-
tant” callers is not released.

See POLICE page 6
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www.montgomeryvillage.com
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The Rev. Phil Ayers

Sunday Worship

8:30 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
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MVF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The MVF Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on

Thursday, March 27 in the North Creek Board Room, 20125 Ar-
rowhead Road. The Annual Meeting will begin at 8 p.m.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
The Architectural Review Board (ARB) will meet at 5 p.m. on

Wednesday, March 5 and 19 at the MVF office, 10120 Apple Ridge
Road, to review residents’ requests for exterior modifications. Resi-
dents Time begins at 6:30 p.m. The board requests that homeowners
contact the Foundation if they plan to attend and if their contrac-
tors will accompany them.

AUDIT COMMITTEE
The Audit Committee will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,

March 11 at the MVF office, 10120 Apple Ridge Road.
COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT

The Committee on the Environment (COE) will meet at
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 12 in the North Creek Board
Room, 20125 Arrowhead Road.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee will meet at 4 p.m. on Monday,

March 17 in the North Creek Board Room, 20125 Arrowhead
Road.

MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Management Advisory Committee (MAC) will meet at

7 p.m. on Monday, March 10 in the North Creek Board Room,
20125 Arrowhead Road.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Public Safety Committee will meet at 7:30 p.m. on Mon-

day, March 3 in the North Creek Board Room, 20125 Arrowhead
Road.

MVF BOARD AGENDA

Note: All meeting agendas listed in this section are current as of the
deadline date for this publication. The listings do not include every
agenda item. This information is also available on the MVF web site at
www.montgomeryvillage.com. For the most up-to-date information
available, call the MVF Board/Committee Agenda hotline at 301-948-
0110, then press 4. All meeting agendas are tentative and may be changed
without notice.

MONTGOMERY VILLAGE FOUNDATION, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Thursday, February 28, 2008
North Creek Community Center – 7:30 p.m.

AGENDA

7 – 7:30 p.m. – “Meet the Candidates”
Residents Time — As a courtesy to fellow residents and the
Board, please limit your remarks to no more than 5 minutes.
While the Board welcomes comments from residents, comments
made during Residents’ Time are not positions of the Board.
1. Call Meeting to Order
2. President’s Remarks
3. Review and Approve Minutes of the Regular Meeting
Jan. 24, 2008
4. Treasurer’s Report; Review and approve Financial State-
ments for December 2007 (pending completion of Audit) and
January 2008 Income Report
5. Executive Vice President’s Report
6. Acceptance of Action List
7. ACTION LIST

A. Decision Items:
1. Consider request for COE membership
2. Consider ARB recommendation re: ARB membership

requests
3. Consider TD&PF Committee recommendation re:

Midcounty Corridor Study
B. Consent Items — unless there are questions about spe-

cific items, they will be accepted as a group:
1. Approve revised Permitted Items for Closed Session

Part of Board or Committee Meetings
2. Approve revised MVF Procedure for Holding Meet-

ings in Closed Session
8. Committee Reports — unless there are questions about these
reports, they will be accepted as a group:

a. Executive Committee
b. Architectural Review Board (ARB)
c. Audit
d. Commercial Architectural Review (CARC)
e. Committee on Environment (COE)
f. Communications
g. Election
h. Historical
i. Management Advisory (MAC)
j. Nominating
k. Personnel
l. Public Safety
m. Recreation
n. TD&PF
o. Presidents’ Council

9. Closed Session

MVF MEETING AGENDAS

MONTGOMERY VILLAGE MARKETPLACE
PRESENTATION

The owner of the YMCA parcel will lead a presenta-
tion by the project team for the proposed “Montgomery
Village Marketplace” on Monday, March 10 from 7 to
8:30 p.m. at the Stedwick Community Center, 10401
Stedwick Road.

SEE PAGE 5 FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD NOTEBOARD

Midcounty Corridor
comment period
extended

At the request of the community, the due date for pub-
lic comments on the alternatives has been extended to
March 8. Comments may be sent by mail to Greg Hwang,
Midcounty Corridor Study, Montgomery County Depart-
ment of Public Works & Transportation, Division of Capi-
tal Development, 101 Monroe Street, 9th Floor, Rockville,
MD 20850; by email to greg.hwang@montgomery
countymd.gov; by phone to 240-777-7279 or may be made
through the web site www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
midcountycorridorstudy. Comments may also be sent to the
MVF Board at slevine@mvf.org.

Montgomery
Village’s

official web site
www.montgomery

village.com
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Village News
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Montgomery Village

The Montgomery Village News is
the official newsletter of the
Montgomery Village Foundation,
Inc., and its Board of Directors. Its
purpose is to disseminate news
and information in accordance with
the Editorial Policy of the
Foundation.

Publisher:
MVF Board of  Directors
Montgomery Village Foundation
10120 Apple Ridge Road
Montgomery Village, MD  20886-1000

Phone: 301-948-0110
FAX: 301-990-7071
MVF email: mvinfo@mvf.org
MV News email: mvnews@mvf.org
MVF 24-hour Board Voice Mail:
301-948-0110, press 5
Recreation Hotline, ext. 349
Office hours:
The MVF Office, 10120 Apple
Ridge Road, is open Monday -
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Director of Communications

Kimberly M. West, ext. 331
Advertising Manager

Jhenileen Libongco, ext. 328 or
mvads@mvf.org

Writer/Editor
Jaime Ridgley, ext. 321 or
mvnews@mvf.org

Senior Graphic Designer
Mike Conroy, ext. 359

Communications Assistant
ext. 342

Web site: www.mvf.org  or
www.montgomeryvillage.com

24-HOUR MVF
EMERGENCY PHONE:
301-576-1204
301-576-1212
800-215-1784
Articles appearing in the Montgomery
Village News are presented as a
community service. They do not
necessarily represent the views of
the Montgomery Village Foundation.

The advertisements in the
Montgomery Village News are not
intended to be an endorsement by the
Montgomery Village Foundation of
any business or individual.

Village NewsMontgomery

MVF Board of Directors
Officers
President

Robert Hydorn
Vice President

James King
Treasurer

Darcy Bingham
Directors

Gerald Donegan
Scott Frohman
Katherine Gray
Scott Johnson
Neville Levi
Keith Silliman
Richard Wright

Executive Vice President
David Humpton

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Robert Hydorn
MVF President

VVVVVenta Semi-Anual De Equipo Usado para los Bebes y Niñosenta Semi-Anual De Equipo Usado para los Bebes y Niñosenta Semi-Anual De Equipo Usado para los Bebes y Niñosenta Semi-Anual De Equipo Usado para los Bebes y Niñosenta Semi-Anual De Equipo Usado para los Bebes y Niños

Semi-Annual ChildrenSemi-Annual ChildrenSemi-Annual ChildrenSemi-Annual ChildrenSemi-Annual Children’s Clothing and Equipment Sale’s Clothing and Equipment Sale’s Clothing and Equipment Sale’s Clothing and Equipment Sale’s Clothing and Equipment Sale

For more information/Para más información:
301-419-8008 or sale@mcpom.org
www.mcpom.org/sale_next.php

Cash and Checks accepted/Se aceptan efectivo y cheques
$2 Admission per person/Admisión por persona: $2

MCPOM is a not-for-profit organization

RRRRRopaopaopaopaopa
Para prematuros – 5T • Maternidad

Seguridad para niñosSeguridad para niñosSeguridad para niñosSeguridad para niñosSeguridad para niños
Rejas • Protección para los enchufes

EquipoEquipoEquipoEquipoEquipo
Cochecitos • Sillas altas

MueblesMueblesMueblesMueblesMuebles
Cunas • Mesas para cambiar

JuguetesJuguetesJuguetesJuguetesJuguetes
Libros • Videos • DVD

EtcéteraEtcéteraEtcéteraEtcéteraEtcétera
Biberones • Ropa de cama

ClothingClothingClothingClothingClothing
Preemie to 5T • Maternity

ChildproofingChildproofingChildproofingChildproofingChildproofing
Gates • Outlet Covers

March 8 • 9 to 11 a.m. • 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
(11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. most items ½ price/50% de descuento sobre la mayoria de los articulos)

Julius West Middle School • 651 Great Falls Road, Rockville
(1 block east of 270 at Falls Road/1 cuadra al este de la ruta 270 a Falls Road)

EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment
Strollers • High Chairs

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
Cribs • Changing Tables

TTTTToysoysoysoysoys
Books • Videos • DVD

SuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSupplies
Bottles • Bedding

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.STATE FARM IS THERE.STATE FARM IS THERE.STATE FARM IS THERE.STATE FARM IS THERE.®®®®®

GET GOOD  SERVICE
FROM YOUR GOOD

NEIGHBOR.

Don’t trust just anyone for your
insurance and financial needs,

see me:

statefarm.com®

State Farm - Home Office: Bloomington, IL

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.™

Jane Warfield Reilly, AgentJane Warfield Reilly, AgentJane Warfield Reilly, AgentJane Warfield Reilly, AgentJane Warfield Reilly, Agent
19636 Club House Road, Suite 120

Montgomery Village, MD

301-948-6061301-948-6061301-948-6061301-948-6061301-948-6061

Fee change for assessments paid with
credit cards

Effective July 1, 2008
As of Oct. 1, 2005, HB 282 became law, authorizing homeowners associations to charge

for accepting assessment payments via credit cards. The synopsis of the bill follows:
“Authorizing a homeowners association to charge a person an electronic payment fee if the

person elects to pay the homeowners association with a credit card or debit card; limiting the
electronic payment fee to a specified amount; requiring a homeowners association to provide notice
that an electronic payment fee will be charged; etc.”

Currently, Montgomery Village homeowners who elect to pay assessments with a credit
card are being charged a flat $2 fee that is added to the assessment payment. To help defray
the cost to the Montgomery Village Foundation for credit card processing, beginning July 1,
2008, Montgomery Village homeowners who elect to pay assessments with a credit card
will be charged a flat $6 fee. This fee will not exceed the amount that MVF is charged for
accepting payments via credit or debit cards.

At the Village Center, change is in the air

I was in the Village Center
Giant the other day. Years
ago, when I was in college, I
worked there as a manager-
in-training. I remember it was
the place to be. Every cash
register was going and there
were long lines of customers.
Of course, there was nothing
else out here then.  It was the
Village’s first grocery store
and it was a big deal, a very
big deal.

Times have changed, and
there were rumors that the
Village Center Giant was go-
ing to close down. Now, with
the Safeway on Odendhal
suddenly shuttered, we’re
hearing that Giant manage-
ment is taking a “wait and
see” approach. Business has
picked up, perhaps from cus-
tomers who used to go to the
Odendhal Safeway. We’ve
also heard that Giant manag-
ers are adjusting their busi-
ness plans in light of the
changes taking place around
this store.

Among the changes that
may have influenced their
decision-making: The new
CVS will open mid- to late
March with a 24-hour drive
through pharmacy. The
YMCA site on Stedwick Road
will undergo demolition in
the next month or so. We hope
to hear soon about the stores
that will go in at that location.
There are even rumors that the
owner of the main part of the

Village Center may be willing
to consider a makeover.

In line with these develop-
ments, the Montgomery Vil-
lage Foundation has begun to
work on a Village Center vi-
sion. With the help of the
Presidents’ Council, a group
of residents, assisted by Foun-
dation staff, will be meeting
to develop a vision of what the
Village Center could be. A
Montgomery Village resident
who is an architect with re-
tail experience has gener-
ously offered to assist on this
project.

Along with the good news,
there is at least one develop-
ment that bears careful moni-
toring.  In the vicinity of the
Village Center, the county
would like to place a transit
center, similar to the one at
Traville Gateway Center on
Shady Grove Road extended
and Route 28 (Darnestown
Road). While the transit cen-
ter at Traville Gateway is cer-
tainly an architectural knock-

out, we must be concerned
about the size and location of
the proposed transit facility
as well as the occasional
criminal activity at the large
Lakeforest transit center. The
Upcounty Regional Services
Center has formed a site se-
lection committee for this tran-
sit facility, and Dave
Humpton will represent the
MVF on this committee.
Whatever is done must be in
keeping with our vision for
the Village Center and be a
positive change for Mont-
gomery Village as a whole.

Don’t forget to keep look-
ing for updates on M-83 and
the Webb Tract.

 Stay tuned as we work to-
ward improving and updat-
ing our Village. As always, I
welcome your comments. Just
send me an e-mail at
BobHydorn@comcast.net.

Village
News

classifieds
really
work
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KEY:

Check it out ...
MVF Art, Craft and Photography Show

March 8 and 9, 1 to 5 p.m.
North Creek Community Center

20125 Arrowhead Road

SCC .............. Stedwick Community Center, 10401 Stedwick Rd.
TCPR ........... Thomas Choice Party Room, 19401 Brassie Pl.
WCC ............. Whetstone Community Center, 19140 Brooke Grove Ct.
WH Pty.Rm ... Walker House Party Room, 18700 Walkers Choice Rd.

MVF Office .... 10120 Apple Ridge Rd.
LMCC ........... Lake Marion Community Center, 8821 East Village Ave.
NCBR ........... North Creek Board Room, 20125 Arrowhead Rd.
NCCC ............ North Creek Community Center, 20125 Arrowhead Rd.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday MondayMondayMondayMondayMonday TTTTTuesdayuesdayuesdayuesdayuesday ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursdayThursdayWWWWWednesdayednesdayednesdayednesdayednesday FFFFFridayridayridayridayriday SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday

Montgomery Village

Calendar of Events

Don’t forget ...

MVF Architectural

Standards Home Show

Saturday, March 15

10 a.m. to noon

North Creek

Community Center

Calendar brought to you by the
Montgomery Village Foundation

301-948-0110
Visit www.montgomeryvillage.com

All information tentative and subject to change.

Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Teen Center Late Night, 7 pm-
SCC
MVF Ballot Deadline, 5 pm-
MVF Office
MVF Election Committee,
7:30 pm- MVF Office

ARB, 5 pm-MVF Office
(Residents Time-6:30 pm)
MV Community Band, 7 pm-
WMHS
Maryland Place HC, 7 pm-WCC
(8 pm-Annual Mtg.)
Stedwick HC, 7:30 pm-SCC
(8 pm-Annual Mtg.)

Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Northgate HC, 7 pm-NCBR
Audit Committee Mtg.,
7 pm-MVF Office

HOME IMPROVEMENT
GUIDE
SPRING RECREATION
GUIDE
Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Teen Center Late Night, 7 pm-
SCC

VillageNews

VillageNews

Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Teen Center Late Night, 7 pm-
SCC

Horizon Run Condo, 7:30 pm-
NCBR

MAC, 7 pm-NCBR
MV Garden Club, 7:30 pm-
WCC

ARB, 5 pm-MVF Office
(Residents Time-6:30 pm)
MV Community Band, 7 pm-
SCC

East Village HC, 7:30 pm-
LMCC (8 pm-Annual Mtg.)
Middle Village HC, 7:30 pm-TC
Pty. Rm. (8 pm-Annual Mtg.)

Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Teen Center Late Night, 7 pm-
SCC

MV Community Band, 7 pm-
SCC
NOL I Board Mtg., 7 pm–NOL I
office at 18611 Walkers Choice
Rd., #2
South Village HC, 7 pm-NCBR

Public Safety Committee,
7:30 pm-NCBR
TC Gardens Condo, 7 pm-TC
Pty.Rm.

Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Village Center Visioning
Committee, 7:30 pm-NCBR

Daytime Bridge, 10:30 am-
Sunrise at Montgomery Village
Teen Center Late Night, 7 pm-
SCC

MV Community Band, 7 pm-
SCC
Committee on the
Environment, 7:30 pm-NCBR

Executive Committee, 4 pm-
NCBR
Thomas Choice Condo,
7:30 pm-TC Pty. Rm.

MVF Art, Craft &
Photography Show,
1-5 pm-NCCC

MVF Art, Craft &
Photography Show,
1-5 pm-NCCC

Patton Ridge HC, 7 pm-NCBR Heron’s Cove Board, 7:30 pm-
Heron’s Cove Pty.Rm.
MVF Board of Directors, 7 pm-
NCBR (8 pm-Annual Mtg.)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

March

VillageNews

Whetstone HC, 7:30 pm-
NCBR (7 pm-Annual Mtg.)
Gaithersburg Fine Arts,
7:30 pm – SCC

MVF Ballot Counting, 9 am-
MVF Office

Art Show Registration,
3-8 pm-NCCC
Eastgate HC, 7:30 pm-
LMCC (Annual Mtg. 8 pm)

MVF Home Show, 10 am-
noon-NCBR
Most Beautiful Garden
Contest Begins

Editor:
I have been quite pleased

with the safety improvements
on Arrowhead Road that
were mentioned in the last is-
sue of the MVF newspaper. I
know for a fact, or at least I
am fairly confident, that it
was mainly the result of one
person that lives near me. So I
think we should all express a
great amount of thanks and
appreciation to Mr. Ethan
“Robert Hydorn” Hunt and
his Impossible Mission Force
(IMF -the Patton Ridge board).
I know that he had to deal
with many great frustrations
while working with the local
government officials, but

Ethan “Robert Hydorn” Hunt
was relentless and steadfast
in his pursuit of the goal to
improve the safety along Ar-
rowhead Road.  Thank you,
thank you, thank you Mr.
Hunt, or should I say Mr.
Hydorn, to be totally correct.

Now, should you decide to
accept your next mission, it is
with great expectations that
you will succeed.

Your next mission is to
convince the county officials
that direct the speed camera
van to please relocate off of
the sidewalk between Duffer
Way and Greenside Terrace
on Montgomery Village Av-
enue. OMG, this is extremely

unsafe for the pedestrians and
joggers that have to maneuver
around the van as it is parked
on the sidewalk. What are
they thinking? Is it better to
catch a couple of speeders or
cause a pedestrian or jogger to
fall (possibly into traffic) or
sprain an ankle?  Please take
on this new mission Ethan
“Robert Hydorn” Hunt.

Again, thank you very
much for improving the safety
on Arrowhead Road.

Neal M. Zarin
Patton Ridge

Editor:
I am concerned that the

Montgomery Village News
would allow a letter to the
editor (Feb. 15 issue) that de-
fames candidates for the
Board to be printed. It is per-
fectly OK to accept letters in
support of candidates, but to
allow statements that are
defamatory and in one case
totally false is an apparent
effort to sway the election! By
reference, the letter from Rob-
ert Hess states that I did noth-
ing to protect the Founda-
tions assets. I have not been
on the Foundation Board for
over eight years, and it was
long after I left the Board that

the incidents that Hess al-
ludes to occurred. I believe
that if Mr. Hess were to review
the accomplishments of the
boards on which I served, he
would find that we made nu-
merous strides in moving
Montgomery Village forward
and reducing costs. Please
read my candidate statement
which outlines some of those
accomplishments.

I would strongly suggest
that the MVF Board president
direct the EVP and his staff to
review the MVF editorial
policy as soon as possible!

Linc Perley
Whetstone
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MONTGOMERY VILLAGE FOUNDATION, INC.
MONTGOMERY VILLAGE NEWS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Editor:
A recent letter to the Mont-

gomery Village News stated
that former Board members
currently seeking election did
nothing to protect MVF assets
and were responsible for
gross mismanagement of fi-
nances. “They do not deserve
to be returned to the Board.”
These same words were used
in the campaign in support of
the slate in the 2007 election.
The incumbents were deemed
unworthy of re-election.

I and the other incumbents
were seated on the Board from
April 2004 to March 2007, a
single three-year term. It is in-
conceivable that gross mis-
management and irresponsi-
bility could have been exer-

cised in that short period of
time. On a nine-member
Board, any misguided action
or resolution by an indi-
vidual would certainly have
been rejected. One need only
read minutes of Board and
Executive Committee meet-
ings to get a record of actions
and votes to determine the
accuracy of what occurred
and the context in which de-
cisions were made.

As a member of the Execu-
tive Committee, I helped ex-
pedite and was present at the
departure of the former EVP
and the former director of fi-
nance. Both actions were
taken in the highest interest
of Montgomery Village. And
when asked by the Board, I

1. The Montgomery Village
News Letters to the Editor sec-
tion is a community forum for
Montgomery Village resi-
dents and/or property own-
ers. In addition, at the Editor’s
discretion, the Montgomery
Village News may print letters
of appropriate interest to resi-
dents from others, including
representatives of local
schools, governments and
businesses. Campaign letters
are prohibited, except for
Montgomery Village Founda-
tion and Village homes cor-
poration elections.

2. The Montgomery Village
News will make every effort to
publish all letters received
during the weeks prior to
publication.

3. Typed letters and email
must be received no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday
prior to publication and dis-
tribution, while handwritten
letters must be received no
later than 12 noon on the Fri-
day, one week prior to publi-
cation. When a holiday oc-
curs on a deadline Monday,
Letters to the Editor must be

received no later than 12 noon
on the subsequent Tuesday
prior to the Friday publica-
tion and distribution.

4. Letters must bear the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number for verifi-
cation purposes. The sole use
of pen names, initials or the
complete omission of a signa-
ture will eliminate a letter
from consideration from pub-
lication. A request from the
author to withhold the name
or mark the letter anonymous
will eliminate the letter from
consideration.

5. All letters are subject to
condensation or deferral to
the next issue by the editor for
space considerations, if abso-
lutely necessary. Editor is to
so indicate any condensa-
tions.

6. All letters may not ex-
ceed 300 words. Longer let-
ters will be eliminated from
consideration. As time per-
mits, the writers may be noti-
fied and given the opportu-
nity to shorten the letter for
future publication.

7. Form letters will be

printed once, with earliest
postmark used.

8. All email is subject to
this policy. The email subject
line must read “Letter to the
Editor.”

• All email letters must in-
clude the writer’s full name,
address and telephone num-
ber for verification.

• As with letters delivered
to the MVF office in person or
by the U.S. Postal Service, the
Montgomery Village News will
make every effort to publish
all letters received prior to
publication deadline.

9. The Director of Commu-
nications, in his/her sole dis-
cretion, reserves the right to
withhold from publication of
inflammatory, slanderous, li-
belous, or lewd material, or
material which may be an in-
vasion of privacy, material
deemed in bad taste and in-
consistent with Montgomery
Village News editorial policy
and limit the number of let-
ters on a given subject when
the number is so large it pre-
sents a problem.

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTEBOARD

EASTGATE
The Eastgate Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for

7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March  6 at the Lake Marion Community
Center, 8821 East Village Avenue. The annual meeting will begin
at 8 p.m.

Charlesgate cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, March 8.
EAST VILLAGE

The East Village Homes Corporation meeting is scheduled for
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18 at Lake Marion Community Cen-
ter, 8821 East Village Avenue. The annual meeting will begin at 8
p.m.

HERON’S COVE
The Heron’s Cove Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for

7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 27 in the Heron’s Cove Party Room,
19101 Mills Choice Road.

HORIZON RUN CONDOMINIUM
The Horizon Run Condominium Board of Directors meeting

is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, March 24 in the North
Creek Board Room, 20125 Arrowhead Road.

MARYLAND PLACE
The Maryland Place Board of Directors meeting is scheduled

for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 19 at Whetstone Community
Center, 19140 Brooke Grove Court. The annual meeting will be-
gin at 8 p.m.

MIDDLE VILLAGE
The Middle Village Board of Directors meeting is scheduled

for 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18 in the Thomas Choice Party
Room, 19401 Brassie Place. The annual meeting will begin at
8 p.m.

NORMANDIE ON THE LAKE I
The Normandie on the Lake I Condominium Board of Direc-

tors meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 26 at
18611 Walkers Choice Road.

NORTHGATE
The Northgate Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for

7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11 in the North Creek Board Room,
20125 Arrowhead Road.

PATTON RIDGE
The Patton Ridge Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for

7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 25 in the North Creek Board Room,
20125 Arrowhead Road.

THOMAS CHOICE CONDOMINIUM
The Thomas Choice Condominium Board of Directors meet-

ing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, March 17 in the Tho-
mas Choice Party Room, 19401 Brassie Place.

THOMAS CHOICE GARDENS
The Thomas Choice Gardens Board of Directors meeting is

scheduled for 7 p.m. on Monday, March 3 in the Thomas Choice
Party Room, 19401 Brassie Place.

SOUTH VILLAGE
The South Village Homes Corporation meeting is scheduled

for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 26 in the North Creek Board
Room, 20125 Arrowhead Road.

STEDWICK
The Stedwick Homes Corporation meeting is scheduled for

7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 19 at Stedwick Community Cen-
ter, 10401 Stedwick Road. The annual meeting will begin at
8 p.m.

WHETSTONE
The Whetstone Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for

7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 13 in the North Creek Board Room,
20125 Arrowhead Road. The annual meeting will begin at 8 p.m.

agreed to be the interim EVP
until Pat Huson could as-
sume those responsibilities.
These events have given me
an exceptional understand-
ing of the Montgomery Vil-
lage Foundation.

Change does not occur by
serendipity. Ideas must meet
the test of reality and practi-
cality that come from experi-
ence, knowledge, good judg-
ment and objective reasoning.
Scott Frohman, Toni Negro
and Linc Perley have all these
qualities. One need only check
the record.

The letter writer is entitled
to his own opinion, but not
his own facts.

Toni Negro
Center Court

Need a job?
Check out the opportunities in the Classifieds section.

See page 28
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Staying aware in the Village
The following is information taken from the Recent News

Summaries of the Montgomery County Police Department. The
report is not a complete listing of every incident.

LARCENIES FROM VEHICLES
- Two larcenies from vehicles occurred at Whetstone

Community Center, 19140 Brooke Grove Court, on Thurs-
day, Feb. 7 between 7:15 p.m. and 8 p.m. No forced entry.
Property taken.

ROBBERY
- A strong-arm robbery occurred in the 20400 block of

Shadow Oak Drive on Tuesday, Feb. 5 involving known
juveniles. A 16-year-old male from Gaithersburg was ar-
rested.

BURGLARY
- A residential burglary occurred to a vacant home in

the 9600 block of Brassie Way during the week of Feb. 3.
Suspects: a black male, age 17, and a black male, age 25

to 30, 5’2" to 5’5" tall, 180 to 200 lbs., with a mustache and
afro.

- A residential burglary occurred in the 8300 block of
Marketree Circle on Tuesday, Feb. 12 between midnight
and 7 a.m. The method of entry is not known. Property
taken.

STOLEN VEHICLE ARREST
- A stolen vehicle arrest occurred on Saturday, Feb. 16

around 1:20 a.m. in the area of Montgomery Village Av-
enue and Lake Shore Drive. After a traffic stop, the vehicle
was determined to be stolen. Two of the three suspects
were arrested. The vehicle had been stolen from the 800
block of Quince Orchard Boulevard in Gaithersburg
hours earlier. An 18-year-old and 17-year-old male were
arrested.

Suspect: black male, 6’2" to 6’6" tall, thin, crew cut,
cream-colored long-sleeve shirt

THEFTS FROM VEHICLES
- Two thefts from vehicles occurred on Tuesday,

Feb. 12, between 1 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and between 2 p.m.
and 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 12 in the 18600 block of
Pier Point Place.  One forced entry, one unknown entry.
Property taken in both incidents.

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
- An aggravated assault occurred on Sunday, Feb. 17

around 4:30 a.m. in the area of Bremerton Drive and Swal-
low Point Road. A 26-year-old male was stabbed by the
defendant, a 21-year-old male, who was arrested. The
victim’s injury was non-life threatening.

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
- A commercial burglary occurred on Saturday, Feb. 16

around 11:30 p.m. at The Grape and Grain, 19223 Watkins
Mill Road. Forced entry, property taken.

Suspect: black male, light complexion, brown puffy
jacket, brown work boots

THEFT FROM VEHICLE
- A theft from a vehicle occurred on Saturday, Feb. 16

between 4 p.m. and 5:50 p.m. at Christ the Servant Church,
9801 Centerway Road.  Forced entry, property taken.

Suspect: black male, age 30 to 40, 5’11" to 6’1" tall,
mustache, black baseball cap w/a red oval on the front,
and a grey and black sport coat

VEHICLE THEFTS
- These four vehicle thefts do not appear to be related:
Between 7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 25, 10300

Apple Ridge Road.  2005 Volkswagen Passat stolen.
Between 8 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 25 and 7:30 a.m. on

Saturday, Feb. 26, 8700 block of Ravenglass Way. A 1996
Honda Accord stolen.

Between 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 17, in
the 19200 block of Montgomery Village Avenue.  A 2003
Chevrolet Impala was stolen and later recovered.

Sometime between Saturday, Jan. 26 and Monday,
Feb. 18, in the 19300 block of Dunbridge Way.  1994 Honda
Accord stolen.

BE PROACTIVE
Tillery stressed that many

crimes are crimes of opportu-
nity and that thefts from ve-
hicles are the number one
crime in the Village area. She
noted that the police frequently
observe unlocked cars with
valuable personal property left
inside in open view. While not
excusing theft, the police
stressed that valuables should

never be left in open view in-
side a vehicle. 

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

The police have estab-
lished a Neighborhood
Watch program in which
residents may participate.  In
general, the program in-
volves training for residents
who are willing to serve as

Police remind community managers, residents
whom to call
Continued from page 1

block captains. A block cap-
tain is needed for approxi-
mately every 10 to 15 house-
holds in a given area. If you
are interested in joining or
starting a Neighborhood
Watch in your area, contact
your community manager for
information.

Leggett announces reorganization to make
government more responsive

Montgomery County Execu-
tive Isiah Leggett announced
Feb. 19 a major reorganization
within county government – a
move that will improve ac-

countability, provide a
sharper focus on customer
service and environmental
protection and elevate the role
of homeland security and
emergency management. 

“I am convinced that reor-
ganizing several county func-
tions will help to refocus our
government’s efforts and
make it more public service-
oriented, user-friendly and
accessible,” said Leggett. ”I’m
enthusiastic about making
our customer service more ef-
fective and the county more
responsive and accountable.

“We’ve created a new De-
partment of Transportation
whose focus will be to move
people and vehicles within a
network of transit, roads,
bikeways and pedestrian fa-
cilities.  I want this department
to focus like a laser beam on
helping county residents get
where they want to go more
easily.”

The Reorganization, Re-
structuring and Realignment
Work Group was appointed
in July 2007.  The objectives of
the work group were to create
a more efficient and effective
organization with a greater
focus on public service and
accessibility and for the reor-
ganization to remain cost neu-
tral.     

The highlights of the reor-
ganization are:

• Creation of the new De-
partment of Transportation
(DOT) that includes capital
transportation projects, traffic
engineering and parking
management, transit services
and highway maintenance
and operations; 

• Creation of the Depart-
ment of General Services
(DGS) that includes the Office
of Procurement, the Small
Business Reserve Program
from the Department of Eco-
nomic Development, Fleet
Management Services from the
current Department of Public
Works and Transportation
(DPWT), Facilities and Ser-

vices from DPWT, plus Capi-
tal Design and Construction
and Comprehensive Planning;

• Transfer of the Division of
Solid Waste from DPWT to the
Department of Environmental
Protection;

• Abolish the Department of
Homeland Security and estab-
lish the Office of Emergency
Management and Homeland
Security in the offices of the
county executive; and

• Transfer the responsibil-
ity for facility security and ex-
ecutive protection from the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity to the Montgomery County
Police Department.

The proposed reorganiza-
tion will:

• Improve customer focus,
service delivery and account-
ability.

• Enhance mission align-
ment.

• Improve responsiveness,
efficiency and effectiveness.

• Establish a single depart-
ment with the sole focus of
moving people and vehicles
within a balanced, coordinated
and safe network of transit,
roads, bikeways and pedes-
trian facilities.

• Improve environmental
sustainability and advance
“green” programs to reduce
carbon impacts on the environ-
ment.

• Establish a single depart-
ment for internal government
support to proactively serve
employees and county depart-
ments. 

• Improve the county’s fa-
cility planning and asset man-
agement practices.

• Enhance coordination
and accountability for emer-
gency planning.

• Consolidate and unite the
protection of county facilities,
employees and visitors within
the mission of a single depart-
ment.

If approved by the Mont-
gomery County Council, the
changes are expected to be-
come effective July 1.
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Foundation continues 17th

annual scholarship fund drive
for Village high school seniors

Since 1991, the Montgom-
ery Village Foundation, in
partnership with Gaithers-
burg and Watkins Mill high
schools, has awarded schol-
arships to deserving Village
high school seniors totaling
more than $35,000. A letter
from Foundation President
Robert Hydorn was mailed to
residents in November re-
questing donations to con-
tinue the scholarship pro-
gram into its 17th year.

Scholarships are awarded
to Watkins Mill and Gaith-
ersburg High School students
who have demonstrated out-
standing scholastic achieve-
ment and participated in com-
munity or civic activities. Ap-
plicants are screened by a
committee at each high
school, with the Foundation’s
Scholarship Committee mak-
ing the final selections in
May. As established by the
Foundation’s Board of Direc-

tors, all contributions are vol-
untary, and no assessment
dollars are used to fund the
program.

The scholarship fund was
originally launched by the
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors to coincide with the 25th

anniversary of Montgomery
Village and the Foundation.
This year’s fund totals and
recipient names will be an-
nounced in late spring at
school ceremonies and in the
Montgomery Village News.

Donations by check must
be made out directly to either
Watkins Mill High School
PTSA Scholarship Fund or to
the Gaithersburg High
School PTSA Scholarship
Fund. To make a tax-deduct-
ible contribution to the fund
for either school, fill out the
form below and return it to the
Foundation at the address
indicated.

:

• Tree/Shrub Maintenance

   & Removal

• Storm Damage Services

• Stump Grinding

• Firewood Splitting - Your wood

at your home

JACKSTRAW,

INC.

“We Go Out On A

Limb For You!”

Winter rates apply

1/01 to 2/29/08

Member Maryland Arborist Association

& The Tree Care Industry of America

MD Tree Surgeon

License #219

30303030301-91-91-91-91-9777777-92007-92007-92007-92007-9200

Foundation to hold Annual Architectural
Standards Home Show in March

The Montgomery Village
Foundation Architectural
Standards Department will
host its Annual Home Show
on Saturday, March 15, from
10 a.m. to noon, at the North
Creek Community Center,
20125 Arrowhead Road. All
Montgomery Village
homeowners and residents
interested in updating or
changing exterior features on
their homes are encouraged to
attend. There is no fee for this
informative event! Light re-
freshments will be served.

The Home Show is de-
signed to provide residents,

homeowners and contractors
with information on many
different topics related to ex-
terior house and property
changes they may be consid-
ering in the near future.

Replacement material
sam-ples, Village guidelines,
community criteria, ap-
proved home modifications
and updated community pal-
ette boards are just a few of
the informational items that
will be on display or available
for residents to take with
them.

Architectural Standards
staff, the Foundation design

consultant and members of
the Architectural Review
Board (ARB) will be available
to answer many architectural
questions and to explain the
modification approval pro-
cess. This is also an excellent
opportunity for all residents
to bring ideas or discuss items
they may be considering for
their home and discuss how
these changes may relate to
their specific property and
community.

For more information, call
Judi White at 301-948-0110,
 ext. 355 or send an email to
jwhite@mvf.org.

2008 MVF activity card update
Summer is right around

the corner! Each year, the
Montgomery Village Founda-
tion sends Information Letters
and Rights Forms (if needed)
to the owners of all Village
properties. These letters will
be mailed between March 10
and March 14. When you re-
ceive your Information Letter,
please update it with the
names of all of the residents
who live in the property,
birthdates of children 16 years
old and younger, and sign
and return it as soon as pos-
sible. Even if there are no
changes, we need a current
Information Letter every year
in order to process activity
cards.

New in 2008, photo activ-
ity cards will need to be re-
placed every five years in-
stead of every three years.
Residents of Stedwick will be
receiving new photo activity
cards this year. Residents
from communities which re-
ceived photo activity cards in
previous years and who do
not yet have their photo ac-
tivity card will need to come
to the MVF office to get one
this year. New residents or
those who moved to the Vil-
lage and have a new address
will need to come to the office

and get a new activity card as
well.

Starting April 28, photos
will be taken at the MVF of-
fice, 10120 Apple Ridge Road,
during regular business
hours, Monday through Fri-
day 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs-
days 8:30 a.m. until 7 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Please remember to
bring proof of residence, such
as a driver’s license or utility
bill, so that we may take your
photo.

Residents will need a vali-
dation sticker valid to May
2009 on the photo activity
card for entry to all MVF pools.

Validation stickers for the
residents who have received
their photo activity card in
previous years will be mailed
starting May 8, to those resi-
dents who have returned
their Information Letter and
Rights Forms (if needed), if
their assessment account is
current and they have no ar-
chitectural violations on the
property.

We look forward to a fun-
filled summer and hope that
everyone is able to enjoy the
pools. Please call 301-948-
0110, ext. 333 if you have any
questions about the activity
card process.

‘Rake the Lake’ clean up event
Friends of Whetstone Lake

(F.O.W.L.) is looking for vol-
unteers to help make this Lake
Whetstone Park clean up an-
other success. Students seek-
ing community service hours,
civic groups and residents
simply wishing to keep Mont-
gomery Village beautiful are
welcome! The “Rake the
Lake” event takes place from
9:30 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 19. Meet at the Lake
Whetstone Park Boathouse
and wear long-sleeved shirts,
boots, gloves and a great atti-
tude.

The Montgomery Village
Foundation will provide
cleanup materials, boats and
refreshments.

 F.O.W.L. is a volunteer,
nonprofit group of Montgom-
ery Village residents dedi-
cated to preserving the envi-
ronmental balance of wildlife
and plant life in Lake Whet-
stone Park. F.O.W.L. has
partnered with the Montgom-
ery Village Foundation to
steward clean up.

For more information, visit
w w w . f r i e n d s o f w h e t s t o n e
lake.org or call 301-272-5957.
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Police investigate serious
vehicle collision

Detectives from the Mont-
gomery County Police Colli-
sion Reconstruction Unit are
investigating a personal injury
collision that occurred Feb. 14
in Gaithersburg. A passenger
in one of the vehicles involved
in the collision later died from
the injuries she received.

At approximately 4:49 p.m.
on Feb. 14, 6th District officers
and fire rescue personnel re-
sponded to the report of a seri-
ous personal injury collision at
the intersection of Airpark
Road and Muncaster Mill
Road in Gaithersburg.

The preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the driver of
a 2005 Nissan Murano was
traveling northbound on Air-
park Road just north of
Muncaster Mill Road. The
Nissan passed a 1994 Honda
Civic, driven by 36-year-old
Daniel Patrick Boyland of the
10000 block of Shelldrake
Circle in Damascus, and was
attempting to move over into
the lane where the Civic was
traveling. The Nissan hadn’t
completely passed the Civic
when the vehicles struck. That
collision caused the driver of

the Nissan to lose control and
cross over the grassy median
into the southbound lanes. The
Nissan struck a 2005 Chevrolet
Silverado traveling south-
bound on Airpark Road head
on. The Silverado was driven
by James Hunters Viers, age 58,
of the 14000 block of Spring
Meadow Drive in Darnestown.

Both the driver and passen-
ger of the Nissan were trans-
ported to Suburban Hospital.
The passenger, identified as
Sandra Taylor, age 57, of the
20000 block of Seabrook Drive
in Montgomery Village, was
treated at Suburban Hospital
and a short time later suc-
cumbed to her injuries. The
driver, identified as Paul Tay-
lor, age 57, of the same block
address, was later transferred
to Baltimore Shock Trauma
where he remains in stable
condition. Boyland was treated
and released for non-life-
threatening injuries. Viers did
not require medical treatment.

Anyone who may have wit-
nessed this collision is asked
to call the Collision Reconstruc-
tion Unit at 301-840-2435. The
investigation is continuing.

Children’s clothing and equipment sale
The Montgomery County Parents of Multiples (MCPOM) will hold their semi-annual

children’s clothing and equipment sale on Saturday, March 8 at Julius West Middle School,
651 Great Falls Road, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Most items sold between 11:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. will be discounted by half.

MCPOM is open to families in Montgomery County and Washington, D.C. with twins or
higher multiple sets and is a volunteer group that provides both support and social activi-
ties for its membership. The purpose of the club is to benefit the membership by exchanging
ideas, sponsoring children’s clothing and equipment sales and providing varied educa-
tional and social activities.

For further information, call 301-419-8008; write MCPOM, P.O. Box 5846, Rockville, MD
20855-0846; visit www.mcpom.org or email mcpom@mcpom.org.

Hey Kids — Want to earn a little spending money?

Substitute carriers are needed to deliver the Montgomery
Village News.

Call 301-948-0110, ext. 342, or email jlibongco@mvf.org
for more information.

Discover Architectural Standards
Property values have always been important to

homeowners, but more so in this day and age of the

real estate market where homeowners face challenges

in selling their home. Although many factors play

into the equation of home staging, curb appeal stands

out since it has an immediate visual impact on a

potential buyer’s mind and could be the deciding

factor as to whether the buyer will purchase your

property or your neighbor’s property.

The Montgomery Village Foundation Architectural Standards Department

helps in this capacity in that the department has put in place preventive

measures, which ultimately help maintain the value

of real estate within the Village for both

residential and commercial property.

Professional staffing is key
The Architectural Standards Department includes

compliance specialists and an administrator who identifies

violations and enforces the architectural standards. They

are well trained to assist homeowners with a smooth

approval process of exterior modification requests.

Residential drive-through inspections are even conducted

by staff. This process is helpful, because it decreases the

amount of year-round egregious problems. Each

compliance specialist is assigned to a particular community

and is responsible for the entire enforcement process – from

original citation/notification through enforcement. This is

also a benefit to homeowners since there is one person who

handles their request or violation.

MVF Architectural Compliance

Specialists

Pay your assessment fees online
As part of a continuing effort to bring more customer-friendly features and technology to

the new MVF web site, residents will soon be able to pay their assessment fees online.
Beginning Tuesday, April 1, electronic check payments will be accepted via the new

Montgomery Village web site.
Watch www.montgomeryvillage.com and future issues of the Village News for more details.
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Consumer Protection charges unlicensed home improvement
contractor, gives consumers tips on hiring contractors 

Following an investiga-
tion by Montgomery County’s
Office of Consumer Protection
(OCP), an arrest warrant has
been obtained for an unli-
censed home improvement
contractor who was paid
$82,500 but failed to provide
the agreed upon services.  The
warrant, issued on Jan.17,
charges Cesar Suazo Rivera
of Falls Church, Va., with act-
ing as a home improvement
contractor without the re-
quired license, abandoning
the job and felony theft.

The charges arose follow-
ing a complaint filed by a con-
sumer who had contracted
with Rivera to build an addi-
tion to a home. After Rivera
received a check for $82,500
to start the job, the only work
performed was the partial re-
moval of a fence and the de-
livery of some building mate-
rials.  During the delivery of
the materials, the consumer’s
home was damaged.  Several
weeks later, Rivera returned
and demanded another
$30,000 before starting the

project.  The consumer re-
fused and subsequently filed
a complaint with OCP.

OCP’s investigation re-
vealed that Rivera is cur-
rently wanted in Fairfax
County for two counts of prac-
ticing a profession without a
license and one count of at-
tempted abduction and mali-
cious wounding. Rivera has
refused to cooperate by turn-
ing himself into police.  Any-
one with information on
Rivera’s whereabouts should
contact their local police de-
partment.

Maryland law requires
that home improvement con-
tractors be licensed by the
Maryland Home Improve-
ment Commission (MHIC).
This requirement protects the
consumer by screening con-
tractors for criminal records,
requiring them to have trade
experience and testing con-
tractors to ensure they know
how to comply with Mary-
land’s home improvement
laws. Most importantly, con-
sumers can file a claim of up

to $15,000 from the Home Im-
provement Guaranty Fund if
they suffer a loss when doing
business with a licensed con-
tractor.

 “An increasing number of
unlicensed home improve-
ment contractors also have
criminal histories,” said OCP
Director Eric Friedman. ”It
can be potentially dangerous
to hire unlicensed contrac-
tors. We continue to work
closely with the state’s attor-
ney in prosecuting these
cases.”

OCP advises consumers
never to hire an unlicensed
contractor.  Consumers
should follow these steps be-
fore contracting for any home
improvement work:

1. Contact the Maryland
Home Improvement Commis-
sion at 410-230-6309 or online
at www.dllr.state.md.us to see
if a firm is licensed. (Don’t be
fooled if the contractor only
has a “business” license from
the Circuit Court, as opposed
to a Home Improvement Com-
mission License issued by the

State Department of Labor,
Licensing and Regulation.)

2. Check to see if any com-
plaints have been filed
against the contractor with
the Office of Consumer Pro-
tection by calling 240-777-
3636 or go online to
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
consumer. Also check with the
Better Business Bureau at 202-
393-8000 or online at
w w w . d c . b b b . o r g .  C o n s u l t
Checkbook Magazine at local
public libraries or online at
www.checkbook.org for recom-
mendations regarding good
contractors.

3. Check the Maryland Ju-
diciary Case Search online at
http://casesearch.courts.state.
m d . u s / i n q u i r y / i n q u i r y -
index.jsp to see if an indi-
vidual is involved in any le-
gal actions.

4. Beware of any contrac-
tors who solicit business by
saying that they have mate-
rial left over from another job
in the area and can give you a
good price. This is a classic
sign that the contractor may

be unlicensed and just pass-
ing through the area.

5. Read OCP’s brochure,
Guide to Home Improvements,
before selecting a contractor.
By law, a contractor must pro-
vide a written contract stating
the contractor’s license num-
ber and cannot charge a
down payment that exceeds
33 percent of the total job.

OCP, the county’s con-
sumer protection agency, in-
vestigates thousands of com-
plaints each year involving
automotive sales and repairs,
new home purchases, home
improvements, credit issues,
retail sales, Internet services
and most other consumer
transactions.  OCP provides
pre-purchase information to
consumers, as well as speak-
ers to the community on con-
sumer issues.

For more information and
to check any merchant’s com-
plaint record, call 240-777-
3636 or visit OCP’s web site
at www.montgomerycounty
md.gov/consumer.

Montgomery Village Foundation

10120 Apple Ridge Road

Montgomery Village, MD 20886

301-948-0110

www.montgomeryvillage.com

Educating residents is important

Each year, the Architectural Standards

Department stages a Home Show for residents

and contractors. The event is designed to

inform attendees of the architectural

standards guidelines and gives them an

opportunity to view allowable architectural

materials and obtain information on

architectural standards and the compliance

process.

Architectural standards is essential to

Montgomery Village. Curb appeal and

consistency are key in keeping the Village

beautiful. For more information

on Architectural Standards, visit

www.montgomeryvillage.com and select

Inside MVF from the menu.

The seasoned review staff processes

property improvement request forms

and prepares them for review by the

Architectural Review Board (ARB).

A professional design consultant, who

specializes in finding replacement

materials for aging communities, is

staffed within the department and

maintains a database of replacement

materials, which serves as a resource for

staff. This is especially important since

Montgomery Village is a 40-year-old

aging community and original exterior

materials may be obsolete.
The ARB, made up of volunteers who have

experience or a vested interest in the field, provides

oversight and helps in establishing architectural

guidelines.

MVF Architectural Review Team
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Gift certificates available
Nationally Board Certified • Licensed

Nora Bell, LMTNora Bell, LMTNora Bell, LMTNora Bell, LMTNora Bell, LMT

301-977-6495301-977-6495301-977-6495301-977-6495301-977-6495

Refresh your body and your spirit

MASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAGEGEGEGEGE
Swedish Relaxation -

Deep Tissue  $50/hr

Hot Stone Massage  $70/hr
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IN THE NEWS

limitations on solar collection
panels. The bill also establishes
the right of a unit owner or a lot
owner to obtain a solar ease-
ment from a neighboring prop-
erty.

Concerns expressed relate to
concern about condominium
unit owners placing private
property on common elements.
In a condominium, unit owners
own their units and an undi-
vided percentage interest in the
common elements. In most
cases, the roof and exterior of the
building are considered com-
mon elements. Some concerns
have also been expressed about
issues related to the granting of
solar easements among prop-
erty owners.

HB 195 – Common Owner-
ship Communities – Reserve
Study

The bill requires condo-
minium and homeowners asso-
ciation boards to perform a re-
serve study every five years, dis-
tribute findings to all owners
and annually review results of
the reserve study.

HB 993/SB 291 – Condo-
miniums and Homeowners As-
sociations – Assessments and
Reserves

The bill requires a reserve
study to be performed every five
years, but also requires the an-
nual budget of a condominium
association or homeowners as-

sociation to provide for re-
serves.

HB 365/SB 216 – Recorda-
tion of Instruments Securing
Mortgage Loans and Foreclo-
sure of Mortgages and Deeds
of Trust on Residential Prop-
erty

The bill prohibits an action
to foreclose a mortgage or deed
of trust on residential property
from being filed until 90 days
after default and 45 days after
a notice of intent to foreclose is
sent. The bill prohibits the fore-
closure sale of a residential
property from occurring until
45 days after service.

HB 486 – Homeowners As-
sociation – Meeting

The bill changes specified
types of meetings of a
homeowners association to be
open to all members to include
a meeting called by another
person or entity that is not a
regularly scheduled meeting,
but is called to discuss matters
relevant to a homeowners as-
sociation.

HB 645 – Maryland Con-
tract Lien Act – Foreclosure

The bill alters the period
within which an action to fore-
close a lien created under the
Maryland Contract Lien Act
shall be brought from three to
12 years.

HB 646 – Condominiums –
Property Insurance Deductible
– Unit Owner – Responsibil-
ity

The bill alters the amount
of property insurance deduct-
ible that a unit owner of a con-
dominium may be responsible
for from $1,000 to $10,000. It
makes provision for an insur-
ance deductible amount ex-
ceeding the $10,000 responsi-
bility of the unit owner to be a
common expense.

HB 682/SB 874 – Condo-
miniums and Homeowners
Associations – Foreclosures –
Imposition of and Liability for
Liens

The bill provides that a
grantee who obtains a title to a
condominium unit or a lot in
a homeowners association in
a foreclosure sale is jointly and
severally liable with the unit
owners, or the lot owner, for
up to six months of assess-
ments under a lien imposed for
assessments due.

HB 686 – Condominiums –
Rules and Regulations – Smok-
ing

The bill allows a council of
unit owners to adopt rules and
regulations to regulate the
smoking of tobacco products
in the common areas of a con-
dominium association that are
at least as stringent as the pro-

AS UPDATE

The Architectural Standards (AS) Update is published as a newsletter and
prepared by Mitra V-Shojaei, architectural standards compliance administrator.
The newsletter is published to assist residents in protecting their investment in
Montgomery Village and keeping their properties in compliance with the archi-
tectural standards covenants. The AS Update newsletter is posted on the
Foundation’s web site (www.montgomeryvillage.com) and is available on
hard copy at the Montgomery Village Foundation, Inc. (MVF)  office, 10120
Apple Ridge Road. It is also periodically mailed to the homeowners.

Residential property
inspections start March 1

MVF Architectural Stan-
dards Compliance Specialists
will perform residential prop-
erty inspections from March 1
through Nov. 1. These inspec-
tions are part of an initiative
by the MVF Board of Directors
to maintain property values
throughout Montgomery Vil-
lage by determining if the ex-
terior of residential properties
complies with the community
architectural criteria and with
approved policies for the Vil-
lage as a whole.

Each Montgomery Village
community has specific ar-
chitectural criteria that must
be followed when making ex-
terior changes to the house or
property. Each set of criteria
can be found on the MVF web
site at www.montgomery
village.com.

Any exterior change must
receive written approval from
MVF and its Architectural
Review Board prior to work
on a project being started.
Contact the MVF Architec-
tural Standards staff at

301-948-0110, ext. 351, 355 or
311 for assistance before start-
ing any exterior home im-
provement projects.

It is important for all
homeowners to be involved in
the application process and
in the completion of their own
exterior project. Homeowners
are solely responsible for
making certain the projects
are completed as approved,
not the contractors.

The Architectural Stan-
dards inspections will not
include any modifications
made on community property
or the general maintenance of
private residences such as
trash, grass, faded or chipped
and peeling paint, rotted
wood, broken window panes,
cluttered yards, etc. These is-
sues will be handled by indi-
vidual homes corporations.

Compliance with the Ar-
chitectural Covenant is im-
portant to all homeowners in
order to maintain an attrac-
tive appearance and curb ap-
peal for each property.

Legislation affecting homeowners, condominium associations proposed
Continued from page 1

visions of the Clean Indoor Air
Act.

HB 998 – Common Owner-
ship Communities – Obliga-
tion, Allocation or Expenditure
– Required Approval

The bill adds a requirement
to the rules governing adop-
tion of the budget of a council
of unit owners to include a fi-
nancial obligation, the alloca-
tion of a year-end operating
surplus or a total expenditure
for an entire capital project that
exceeds 5 percent of the oper-
ating budget to be approved by
a simple majority of the unit
owners of the condominium at
a meeting of the council of unit
owners under the voting pro-
cedures that are used to elect
the governing body.  The bill
includes a similar provision for
homeowner associations.

HB 1053/SB 588 – Common
Ownership Communities – Fi-

delity Bond Coverage
The bill requires the govern-

ing or managing bodies of a
condominium or homeowners
association to execute a fidel-
ity bond in an amount of at
least three months of gross
common charges.

SB 17 – Real Property –
Foreclosures – Notices to
Record Owners

The bill alters the times by
which certain notices of fore-
closure are required to be sent
to a record owner.

HB 326 – Sales and Use Tax
– Computer Services

There have been 17 bills
introduced to partially repeal
and/or exempt certain catego-
ries of computer services from
the 6 percent service tax that
was applied to computer ser-
vices during the Special Ses-
sion of the Maryland General
Assembly in November 2007.

Pool memberships now available
The Montgomery Village

Foundation (MVF) Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks and
Culture will offer annual pool
memberships for the 2008 sea-
son to individuals and fami-
lies living in communities out-
side of Montgomery Village
and guests of Village resi-
dents, beginning March 3.

The pool memberships are
valid at the Apple Ridge,
Hurley Park, North Creek,
Stedwick, Watkins Mill and
Whetstone pools in Montgom-
ery Village. Pool membership
fees are $390 for an individual,

$450 for a pair and $500 for a
family.

New for 2008 is an August
trial membership, available
from Aug. 1 through Labor
Day. The cost for the trial
membership is $150 for fami-
lies or pairs, $125 for singles
and $100 for seniors (ages 62
and older).

Applications are available
on the Foundation web site,
www.montgomeryvillage.com,
under Pool Membership in the
Recreation and Events menu, or
may be picked up at the MVF
office, 10120 Apple Ridge

Road. The MVF Pool Policy
may also be found on the
Foundation web site.

Completed applications
with payment will be ac-
cepted in person on a first-
come, first-served basis at the
MVF office, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

For more information, call
301-948-0110, ext. 333.
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Community Management
Judy and Judi from the Architectural Standards Department

are here to answer your questions about making changes to
your property. Call Judy or Judi at 301-948-0110, ext. 355 or 351,
or send an email to jwhite@mvf.org or jcarmick@mvf.org. Ques-
tions may also be mailed to Montgomery Village News, 10120
Apple Ridge Road, Montgomery Village, MD 20886, or faxed to
301-990-7071.

Architectural Standards

Setting the record straight: knowing who to call at MVF
Understanding differences between Community Management and Architectural Standards

It is not unusual for our
Judies in Architectural Stan-
dards to get a call from a resi-
dent inquiring about sidewalk
repair or snow removal. On the
other hand, it’s not unusual for
the good folks in Community
Management to receive a call
about some desired exterior
change to a residence. Alas,
the first call will need to be

PROPERTY VALUES

transferred to Community
Management and the second
to Architectural Standards.

To help clarify for our read-
ers the responsibility of each
department, we’re placing the
FAQs for each department
side-by-side. We hope this will
help to make each depart-
ment’s responsibilities more
readily apparent.

In the meantime, a good
way to help differentiate the de-
partments is as follows:

COMMUNITY
MANAGEMENT

Call 301-948-0110, ext. 312
or 327, when you have a ques-
tion that concerns community
property—property that is not
owned by any one person.

Community Management han-
dles such issues as snow re-
moval, storm drain mainte-
nance, sidewalk and street re-
pairs and landscaping of com-
munity grounds.

ARCHITECTURAL
STANDARDS

Call 301-948-0110, ext.  351
or 355, when you have a ques-

tion that concerns personal
property—any property
owned by an individual. Archi-
tectural Standards is respon-
sible for approving exterior
changes. Exterior changes
include anything from replac-
ing a door to building a deck
or shed, to additions on your
home.

Other helpful
MVF phone
numbers

MVF’s main number is
301-948-0110.
The general email address
is mvinfo@mvf.org.
• Receptionist ....................... press 0
• Board of Directors 24-Hour Voice Mail

press 5
• Maintenance, tree, community street

or bike path damage, clogged storm
drains or other neighborhood informa-
tion

East Village, Eastgate, Stedwick,
Whetstone ........................... ext. 312
Horizon Run, Maryland Place,
Middle Village ....................... ext. 327
Patton Ridge. ....................... ext. 344
Thomas Choice Condo, Thomas Choice
Gardens Condo ............ 301-948-7080
• Recreation Classes, Programs,

Activity Cards .................. press 0
• Snow Hotline .................. press 2
• Assessments ................. ext. 346
• Covenants .............. ext. 326, 301
• Architectural Standards
Paint colors,  other info. ........ ext. 355
Violations ............................. ext. 319
• Wildlife: Diseased or dying

wildlife (Recreation) ......... ext. 336
• Street Lights Out .......... ext. 301
• Recreation Hotline .......... press 7
• Montgomery Village News
Advertising ........................... ext. 328
Executive Editor ................... ext. 331
Managing Editor .................... ext. 321
Circulation ........................... ext. 342
• Web  site ...................... ext. 359
• Community  Centers
Lake Marion 301-948-8082/8083/8084
Stedwick ...................... 301-926-9793
North Creek ............... 301-926-9858
Whetstone ..................  301-926-9428
• Pools
Apple Ridge ................. 301-977-9869
Christopher Court ........ 301-926-9314
Cider Mill .................... 301-948-0610
Hurley Park ................. 301-926-9544
Lake Marion ................ 301-948-8083
Heron’s Cove ............... 301-495-6612
North Creek ............... 301-926-9858
Stedwick ...................... 301-926-9247
Thomas Choice ............ 301-926-9440
Normandie-on-the-Lake I

.............................. 301-948-0838
Normandie-on-the-Lake II

.............................. 301-587-0900
Watkins Mill .................. 301-926-9863
Whetstone ................... 301-926-9719

MVF’s community association managers answer residents’
most frequently asked questions about their homes and/or condo-
minium association corporations. MVF provides management ser-
vices for Eastgate, East Village, Maryland Place, Middle Village,
Patton Ridge, Stedwick and Whetstone homes corporations as well
as Horizon Run, Thomas Choice and Thomas Choice Gardens
Condominiums. Send your questions to mvnews@mvf.org or Mont-
gomery Village News, 10120 Apple Ridge Road, Montgomery Vil-
lage, MD 20886. Questions can also be faxed to 301-990-7071.

Annual Architectural Standards
Home Show

We are pleased to an-
nounce the Architectural
Standards Home Show will
be held on Saturday,
March 15 from 10 a.m. to
noon at the North Creek
Community Center, 20125
Arrowhead Road.  See
pages 7 and 17 for more in-

formation regarding the
show, and don’t
forget to
mark your
calendars!

Q: Why do I need to apply for
vinyl siding when I am using the
same color that is on my house
now?

A: First, there are very few
colors of vinyl siding to
choose from and many colors
to choose from in paints. The
color of the vinyl siding may
appear to match the paint
color on your house, but sid-
ing colors can be very deceiv-
ing. Also, this may be a very
good opportunity to perhaps
change or update your exist-
ing house colors. Trim details
are also important and nec-
essary to maintain. Please in-
dicate whether or not you are
planning to wrap your trim
when you install vinyl siding.
On the application, all mate-
rials including manufacturer,
profile and proposed colors
must be listed for review.  If
you are unsure about color

selections, indicate this on the
application so that color se-
lections may be provided for
you.

Q: If I apply to the ARB, how
long do I have to wait for an an-
swer?

A: The Architectural Re-
view Board meetings are held
twice a month–the first and
third Wednesday of each
month. Applications must be
turned into the Foundation
office Thursday by 5 p.m.
prior to the meeting date. The
decision is mailed to each resi-
dent following the meeting
date. If you would like a
prompt answer, you may call
the Foundation office follow-
ing the meeting date. Please
call no earlier than 10 a.m. so
that we can organize the ap-
plications and better serve
you.

Q: I want to get rid of some
old furniture. How do I do that?

A: In most of the homes
corporations managed by the
MVF, the trash contract in-
cludes a provision for two to
four “bulk” pick ups per year
for each household (depend-
ing on the community) at no
additional charge. Condo-
miniums have different ar-
rangements, so contact your
community manager.

These bulk pick ups must
be scheduled by calling
ahead to the trash contractor:

• East Village, Eastgate,
Stedwick and Whetstone:
Potomac Disposal — 301-
294-9700

• Maryland Place and
Middle Village: Ecology Ser-
vices — 301-330-3207

• Patton Ridge:  J&J Inc. —
800-465-2350 

Note that the following
items cannot be removed by the
trash contractor as bulk trash:

• Appliances: These must
be recycled. Call Montgomery
County at 240-777-6410 to
schedule a pick up; call no later
than 9:30 a.m. on the business
day before collection day to
schedule the pick up.

• Hide-a-beds: These may
look like sofas, but the metal
parts inside can damage trash
trucks and should be recycled.
It’s best if residents can disas-
semble the hide-a-bed and call
for pick up of the metal by recy-
cling and the sofa portion by
the trash company.

• Automotive parts/tires:
These should be taken to the
Montgomery County Waste
Transfer Station. Neither the
recycling contractor nor the
trash contractor can remove
them.
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Homes corporation and condominium association articles
are provided by representatives or board members from the
corporations and associations.  The information and opin-
ions provided within these articles do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Montgomery Village Foundation, its Board
of Directors, representatives or staff.  Residents with spe-
cific questions or concerns about the information contained
in these articles should contact their community manager
or the author of the article.

HOMES CORPORATIONS
& CONDOMINIUM

ASSOCIATIONS
 STEDWICK SIGNALS

 EASTGATE EXPRESS

Good neighbor rules adopted
by Bing Garthright

Almost everyone living in
Stedwick’s neighborhoods
finds pleasant neighbors
and a delightful environ-
ment. Unfortunately, in a
few locations, one or two
residents become problem
neighbors. Stedwick’s cov-
enants state that “no noxious
or offensive activity shall be
conducted on the property of
a Private Dwelling Unit …”
Stedwick may likewise regu-
late activities on our common
properties. The Stedwick
board has adopted its first
specific policy to deal with
noxious activities that have
frustrated some residents in
the enjoyment of their neigh-
borhoods.

The new policy may be
read in full on Stedwick’s
web site. The policy applies
both to private property and
to Stedwick’s common prop-
erty such as streets, parking
lots, green space, walkways
and tot lots. A brief summary
follows here.

The policy defines “nox-
ious or offensive activity” as
“activities, whether verbal,
physical (overt, or silent),
that cause, have caused, or
reasonably have the poten-
tial to cause damage to com-
munity property, damage to

private property, unreasonable
hazard to the health or safety
of residents and visitors, or the
impairment of any resident’s
right to the peaceful enjoyment
of their private property or
community property.”

Three specific examples are
spelled out in the policy, be-
cause these are the greatest
concerns at present. The policy
is not confined just to these
three, however.

(1) Noise concerns on pri-
vate and common property:
loud, disturbing or objection-
able noises, speech, vehicle
noises or music in a manner
that disturbs other residents.
In addition, quiet hours are
defined as times when noise
limitation is especially impor-
tant.  They are after 9 p.m. Sun-
day through Thursday, after
11 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
before 7 a.m. Monday through
Friday and before 9 a.m. on
Saturday and Sunday.

(2) Public intoxication on
Stedwick’s common properties.

(3) On private and common
property, threatening, physi-
cally assaulting or harassing
“others in the community,”
including Stedwick security,
management and mainte-
nance staff or contractors. Ha-
rassing also includes bodily
obstructing the street, parking
lot or pedestrian walkways.

This policy will be imple-
mented later this year, after
hearing comments from resi-
dents and from interested
parties in the Montgomery
Village Foundation. Some re-
visions might be made as a
result of that feedback. A mail-
ing will go out to all residents
in the near future.

The Stedwick Homes Cor-
poration has no desire to regu-
late minor issues of behavior,
and no desire to replace po-
lice enforcement. All residents
should call the Montgomery
County Department of Police
first if observing any unlaw-
ful activity. A second call can
go to our security contractor,
American Protective Services.
The new policy is only in-
tended to complement and
enhance the efforts of our po-
lice and security profession-
als.

We will first try to resolve
most violations of this policy
the same way we try to re-
solve all violations—with
voluntary compliance. Our
objective is to continue the
good neighboring that has
been a tradition here in
Stedwick.

Check Stedwick’s web site
(or contact the community
management team), read over
the policy and please offer
your comments. The web site
is www.montgomeryvillage.com;
scroll down a few inches; then
put cursor on Communities;
then quickly click on the drop-
down menu at Stedwick Homes
Corp.; then click on Policies.)
To reach the Stedwick Homes
Corporation community man-
agement team, call 301-948-
0110, ext. 312, or email
stedwickhc@mvf.org.

Stedwick Signals: for residents
of Club Hill, Clusters of
Stedwick I, II, III, Forest
Brooke, Frenchton Place, The
Ridges, and The Heights.

EGHC security discussion
and annual meeting

 Please plan to attend the
EGHC annual meeting,
scheduled for 8 p.m. on
Thursday, March 6 at the
Lake Marion Community
Center. Directly before the
meeting, at 7:30 p.m., Officer
Diane Tillery of the Mont-
gomery County Police De-
partment will be in atten-
dance to discuss issues re-
lated to safety, security and
policing with the board and
interested residents. Please
take a moment to stop by and
discuss ways to improve our
neighborhood’s safety.

 CHARLESGATE
CLEANUP DAY

Due to the icy weather on
Feb. 23, the Charlesgate
Cleanup Day was postponed
to Saturday, March 8. Please

plan to help the community
spruce up and clean up on
that Saturday. An area of
green space between Harbor
Tree Way Road and Otter
Cove Court will be set aside
for depositing litter and trash
found in the community and
for items you want to dispose
of. Please remember:

—no paint cans (full or
empty)

—no car parts
—no hazardous materials
—no tires
—no batteries
—no propane or oxygen

tanks

Eastgate Express: for residents
of Charlesgate, Hickory Grove,
Kings Point, The Meadows,
The Mews, Ridgefield and
Woods Edge.

Keep the Village
CLEAN.

Be sure to
SCOOP YOUR

POOP.

WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT
WSSC plans to begin a water main replacement project on

Seneca Spring Way (The Ridges of Stedwick) on Monday,
March 3. Please watch for notices at your door.
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WHETSTONE WATCH

EAST VILLAGE ECHO

Order online by
Friday, March 7

www.mcps.k12.md.us/
schools/watkinsmillhs/

booster/

March 15, 2008

Watkins Mill High School
10301 Apple Ridge Road

301-792-9819

Home Delivered Mulch

Budgets compared
by Edwin Stennett

All other things being
equal, which family is going
to have the greater expense in
maintaining their house—the
family with a 2,000 sq. ft.
house or the family with a
3,000 sq. ft. house? We all
know the answer—and it ap-
plies to Whetstone’s assess-
ment.

It is not uncommon to hear
Whetstone residents com-
plain that our assessments are
higher than other communi-
ties. This is sometimes in the
context of opposing an addi-
tional expense. Sometimes it
reflects a nagging doubt about
the management of Whet-

stone’s community property.
In one case, a resident stated
that he did not want a higher
assessment but more efficient
management.

We all experience higher
bills. And I suspect that all of
us have at least once won-
dered if the Whetstone board
is spending assessment dol-
lars wisely. That was certainly
true of me. Before becoming a
board member, I joined the
Whetstone Budget Committee
so that I could learn the “whys
and wherefores” of our fi-
nances.

Whetstone’s annual budget
is about $375,000 a year. The
board uses competitive bid-

ding in an effort to get the most
cost-effective services. But
when looking at the total
scope of managing Whet-
stone, judging overall cost-ef-
fectiveness is daunting. So I
decided a more realistic ap-
proach would be to compare
Whetstone with similar Vil-
lage communities (Patton
Ridge and Stedwick).

Using common property
acreage data provided by
Whetstone’s community
manager, I recently com-
pleted the comparison. I am
happy to say that in terms of
dollars spent per acre of com-
munity property, Whetstone
stands just as tall as its neigh-
bor communities.

Whetstone’s assessment
is higher than those of Patton
Ridge and Stedwick. But we
should make no judgments
based on this fact alone. Our
assessment equals our an-
nual budget divided by the
number of residences in
Whetstone and includes four
components: non-mainte-
nance, special contracts
(trash and security), mainte-
nance and reserves.

Non-maintenance items
include community manage-
ment, insurance, electricity,
other operating expenses. On
a per-residence basis, Whet-
stone’s non-maintenance ex-
penses are virtually identical
to Patton Ridge and Sted-
wick. So this budget item has
nothing to do with our higher
assessment. The same thing
can be said about trash col-
lection expenses. (It’s not
possible to include security
in the comparison because

different communities elect
and pay for substantially dif-
ferent levels of security ser-
vices.)

So the reasons for our
higher assessments must lie
in our maintenance budget
and/or reserve contribution.
This brings me back to the
opening paragraph. Larger
properties cost more to main-
tain than smaller properties.
On a per-residence basis,
Whetstone has more roads,
more paths and more grassy
area than either Patton Ridge
or Stedwick.

When we compare
Whetstone’s cost of cutting
grass and raking leaves with
similar costs in Patton Ridge
and Stedwick, and when we
compare snow removal, tree
pruning, street light repair,
etc., a reassuring picture
emerges. Aggregating the
maintenance expenses we
find that Whetstone’s main-
tenance expenses per-acre of
property maintained are
about the same as those of
Patton Ridge and Stedwick.
That’s the good news. The
“bad news” is that Whetstone
has more area per residence
to be maintained and there-
fore our per residence main-
tenance expense is higher.
This in turn drives our assess-
ment higher.

We are like the family in
the opening paragraph that
owns the bigger house. We
have more; we must pay more.
Personally I’m happy to pay
a little more for our more ex-
tensive grassy areas and
paths. I loved Whetstone’s
green spaces when we moved

here in 1973, and now I trea-
sure them even more as the
upcounty region gets increas-
ingly paved over.

This is not to say there are
no areas that need scrutiny.
Indeed, the comparison
shows that Whetstone’s street
light repair expenses and tree
pruning expenses should be
probed. But again, on a per-
acre of property maintained,
our maintenance expenses
are very similar to those of
Patton Ridge and Stedwick.

The larger reason for our
higher assessment lies with
the reserve component of the
budget. But this part of the
budget is a bit too involved to
include in this brief article. Let
me say that the comparison
results are similarly reassur-
ing. For residents interested in
the details, I have prepared a
PowerPoint presentation (31
slides) that gives the full re-
sults of the budgetary com-
parison. I will be happy to
email the presentation to any
Whetstone resident who re-
quests it. My email address is
ed_stennett@comcast.net.

Whetstone remains a beau-
tiful community, and when
you look closely, you find that
assessment dollars go just as
far here as they do in our
neighboring communities.

To log on to the Whetstone
Homes Corporation web site,
visit www.montgomeryvillage.
com, go to the Communities
menu, and select Whetstone
from the list of communities.

Whetstone Watch: for residents
of The Courts, Goshenside,
Lakeside and the Ridges of
Whetstone.

Get out and vote
RECENT BOARD

ACTIONS
Many activities take place

behind the scenes when it
comes to taking care of East
Village. For instance, the board
requested that the property
manager contact the MVF col-
lections department to
provide information about the
increase in delinquencies in
East Village. In the past few
years, residents have some-
times held off paying their
quarterly assessments during
the winter months.  But, when
the pools would open in the
summer, residents would pay
their assessments in order to
use the pools throughout
Montgomery Village. This year,
there is a marked increase in
delinquencies. Board members
have speculated that some resi-
dents may be hurting due to
the sub-prime loan crisis and
the increase in foreclosures in
the housing market.

In other actions, the board
approved the designation of a
handicapped parking space in
one community. It also di-
rected that a dividing line
painted on Laurel Valley Lane
from Lewisberry Drive to the
intersection with Vanilla Leaf
Court.

On more personal matters,
the board sent a thank you let-
ter to Sharon Levine, MVF Di-
rector of Government Rela-
tions, because of all her hard
work in dealing with recent
legislative items at the Mont-
gomery County Council and
State of Maryland Assembly.
Cards and condolences were
also sent to Montgomery
County Councilman George
Leventhal and to the family of
the late council member
Marilyn Praisner.

East Village Echo: for residents
of The Downs, The Reach, The
Estates, Essex Place II, Candle
Ridge, Gablefield, Glenbrooke,
Meadowgate, Ashford, Holly
Pointe and Wethersfield.

by David Cline
Have you voted yet?  The

vote for the East Village board
of directors election closes
March 7, so if you want your
vote to count, get your ballot
in right away. Remember to
sign and print your name on
the return ballot or else your
ballot will be discarded. There
are four candidates running
for the all-volunteer board.
You can read their statements
in the last issue of the Echo or
by visiting at www.montgomery
village.com.

SPRING PLANTING
It’s hard to tell if winter is

just teasing us with this
weather. March can easily
“come in like a lion and go out
like a lamb,” so I wouldn’t be
surprised if we have a late
winter snowstorm. Still, it’s
hard not to be tempted to start
thinking about spring. In that
spirit, the East Village board
would like you to give your
input for spring planting.
We’re in the process of look-
ing at our landscaping needs.
If you’re aware of areas in East
Village that needs some spe-
cial attention, call or email our
community manager, Aimee
Winegar. You can reach her
by phone, 301-948-0110,
ext. 312, or by email at
awinegar@mvf.org.

NEW WATER LINES
Several new houses are ei-

ther being built or being con-
nected to a new WSSC water
line behind Oak Bluff Drive on
Warfield Road. You may have
already noticed the work
where the pipes are to be laid.
Some of the work will involve
digging on East Village prop-
erty. The pipes will be placed
where there is an existing ease-
ment. WSSC will repair any
green space property that re-
quires it after the job is com-
pleted.
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NORTH VILLAGE VIEW

North Village 2007 annual report
by Dennis Barnes, President
of North Village Homes
Corporation 

The 2007 year was again
another very active year for the
North Village Home Corpora-
tion Board of Directors. Two
new volunteer directors were
appointed to the board and we
are now at full strength—nine
board directors. The board
continued to exercise over-
sight over our contractors to
ensure that community ser-
vices were delivered without
interruption. These services
include property manage-
ment, landscaping of common
property, snow and ice re-
moval/treatment, community
lighting of streets and parking
lots, professional accounting
of assessment fees collected
and funds disbursed, surveil-
lance of community property,
extermination services, trash
collection and representation
at numerous Montgomery Vil-
lage Foundation meetings and
activities.

In particular, a NVHC
board officer fully participated
in MVF Presidents’ Council
meetings and played an active
role in restraining the MVF
assessment ceiling until better
budget data is made available;

other board members attended
circuit court judicial proceed-
ings related to the East Village
fence constructed along the
common boundary with the
Picton subdivision. For the first
time, the board was able to ob-
tain accurate measurements of
all the streets in North Village
needed to calculate future pav-
ing costs. We now know these
measurements, precisely, in
square yards. The board is not
only responsible for paving, but
also must provide additional
services including lighting, re-
moving snow and ice and pa-
trolling the streets in each of
our subdivisions. Significant
time is spent developing pro-
posals required to contract
competent contractors to do all
this work as well as supervis-
ing their performance. Often
the board must tailor propos-
als to fit the work specifications
of a subdivision according to
the common property dimen-
sions of that subdivision.

The annual private property
maintenance program was
conducted by individual
board members who inspected
residential properties to ensure
that homeowners are maintain-
ing their property in accor-
dance with community stan-

dards. This is a very time-con-
suming activity but necessary
to protect  the value of  North
Village property investments.

The Essex Place subdivi-
sions have been provided with
improved lighting since the
board installed new energy-
saving lighting fixtures en-
hancing the illumination for a
safer area.

Claudette Lease, our vice
president and also chair of the
MVF Environmental Commit-
tee, led a ‘walk-through’ of
Milton Kaufmann Park,
owned by MVF, to identify
maintenance challenges fol-
lowing the opening of the park
in 2006. MVF park mainte-
nance added value to the sur-
rounding NV residential prop-
erties.

Jeanne Powell, our NVHC
treasurer, has diligently pro-
vided financial leadership
through the past year ensur-
ing the sound investment of
our reserve funds and care-
fully reviewing expenditure
items, guided by our annual
budget. Jeanne also is a mem-
ber of the MVF Audit Commit-
tee. She will deliver a separate
2007 financial report.

Cheryl Watson has faith-
fully written news articles for

the NVHC for publication in the
MVF newsletter. Although it’s
a time-consuming task, it’s es-
sential to adequately inform our
residents of current events and
developments. She also played
a significant role in leading the
Picton’s community in chal-
lenging the installation of a
1,600-foot fence separating
Picton from a neighboring sub-
division.

The 2008 year presents new
challenges, including the poli-
tics of maintaining the current
status of Wightman Road, de-
clining assessment collections,
PEPCO construction/safety
deficiencies and the continuing
storm water management pond
problems in Milton Kaufmann
Park.

Finally, my personal thanks
to the efforts of the NVHC board
members who have volun-
teered, often at significant sac-
rifice, to perform the many ad-
ministrative assignments and
tasks that a community of 887
residents requires. Although
continuous and often unrecog-
nized, your work has been criti-
cal to meeting our community
goals and objectives. Thank
you.

ELECTION OF BOARD
OFFICERS

During the annual meeting
of Feb. 25, the board nomi-
nated and elected members to
serve as officers during 2008.
The results were: Dennis
Barnes, president; Claudette
Lease, vice president; and
Jeanne Powell, treasurer.
Each will continue to serve in
their current board position.

NVHC ELECTION
RESULTS

Congratulations to Tom
Johnson (77 votes); Cheryl
Watson (87 votes); Frederic
Wood (71 votes). They have
been elected by our residents
to serve on the NVHC board.
Also, congratulations to Den-
nis Barnes (77 votes) and Don
Gray (76 votes) who have been
elected by our residents to
serve as MVF representative
and alternate MVF represen-
tative, respectively.

North Village View: for resi-
dents of Essex Place, Highland
Hall, McRory, Perry Place,
Picton, Pleasant Ridge and
Salem’s Grant.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

Recreation Committee update
by Peggy Mark

Several robust discussions
took place at the Feb. 13 meet-
ing of the Recreation Commit-
tee. Considerable energy was
put into a discussion of pos-
sible themes for the Fourth of
July Celebration. Suggestions
included Magical Village, Dis-
cover Montgomery Village
Land of OZ, Magical Kingdom,
Salute to the Troops, Salute to
American Heroes and Star-
spangled Celebration. Ideas
are also being solicited from
residents and others, and a list
will be sent to committee mem-
bers for input.

The committee also re-
viewed and commented on
submittals for replacement of
playground equipment in
South Valley Park. The mem-
bers particularly noted the ap-
peal of equipment that allows
multiple children to play at one
time. Staff will be checking ref-
erences on durability and at-
traction to children with oth-
ers who have similar equip-
ment installed.

A focus on working to go
green and LEED – EB guide-
lines were discussed. Execu-
tive Vice President David
Humpton shared some infor-
mation about the Leadership
in Energy and Environmental
Design and noted that commu-
nities can start with small im-
provements, such as energy-

saving light fixtures.
Request for proposals for the

design and engineering of the
Lake Whetstone Dock and
Boathouse Renovation had
been sent to nine companies
and advertised in The Washing-
ton Post.

This includes the develop-
ment of concept plans for sev-
eral options to renovate the
dock and boathouse within the
footprint of the pylons as per
Board direction. Once the bid
is awarded and concept plans
with estimated costs are com-
pleted, public meetings will be
scheduled for review and com-
ment.

It was reported that the ar-
chitect hired for the lawn the-
ater renovation met with Diane
Stasiewicz and George Smith,
MVF’s design consultant, to
talk about what would fit at the
site and what it should look
like. The feeling was that the
lawn theater should stand on
its own. MVF has a $100,000
grant for the renovation that
does not require MVF to match
the grant. It was noted that the
theater currently has no sound
system, no roof over the per-
formers and is lit by lights on
telephone poles. Committee
members discussed the need for
a roof to cover the performers
and equipment.

Volunteers are being sought
for the Maryland Community

Band Day that will be held
May 18 in the field area behind
the MVF office.  The MVF Com-
munity Band will host the
event and will invite seven
other community bands to per-
form beginning at noon, with
the last band playing at 7 p.m.

Communications Committee update
by Kimberly M. West

The Communications
Committee met on Feb. 27 to
discuss the new MVF web site,
which launched in January,
the communications plan and
marketing of the assessment
ceiling.

The committee reviewed the
existing content and com-
mented on the new web site. It
was mentioned that many
comments have been received
from the community. Initially,
the communications staff re-
ceived mixed reviews and it
was determined that residents
needed to become familiar
with navigating the new inter-
face. More recently, the public
has become more receptive,
providing constructive com-
ments. Staff has incorporated
suggestions from the commu-
nity and is constantly updat-
ing the site with new informa-
tion. Ideas as to future content
were discussed, such as resi-
dents having the ability to pay

assessments online among
other possible features. The
committee commended the
communications staff on its ef-
forts in bringing the new web
site to fruition.

The discussion then turned
to the draft communications
plan, which was developed to
provide guidance for the com-
munications staff.  The plan en-
tails strategies and tactics that
will be used to promote the
Foundation and the Village.
The committee made sugges-
tions as to how to measure suc-
cesses for identified goals such
as the launching of the web site,
the “Discover” series market-
ing campaign, Village News
readership and other internal
efforts.

Committee members also
made recommendations for an
approach to marketing the as-
sessment ceiling to residents.
The committee thought it was
imperative that a concerted ef-
fort be made to educate the com-

munity on the assessment ceil-
ing. It was suggested that mar-
keting early is key as is having
the ability to connect to resi-
dents individually and homes
corps representatives. The use
of more visuals in presenta-
tions and print were also sug-
gested. This may be useful in
helping the public to compre-
hend the proposed ceiling in-
crease and help residents un-
derstand how the increase
would benefit them.

The next meeting of the
Communications Committee is
scheduled for May 7 at the MVF
office, 10120 Apple Ridge
Road.

The Communications commit-
tee is seeking volunteers. If you
have a communications back-
ground or simply a vested inter-
est in effective communications for
the Village and you would like to
serve on the committee, contact the
Montgomery Village Foundation
at 301-948-0110 or send an email
to kwest@mvf.org.

The committee considered
several requests related to in-
creased funding for Village
Flags and flagpoles at all the
community centers. It was the
consensus of the committee
that there were higher priority
items for the 2009 budget. It was

suggested that the residents
might be more likely to buy vi-
nyl cling signs with the Mont-
gomery Village logo. The com-
mittee favored that idea.

The next meeting of the
committee is scheduled for
April 9.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

The Montgomery Village Garden Club brought their love of flowers indoors to residents at
Sunrise Independent and Assisted Living on Feb.11 to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Members and
residents made bouquets from tissue paper and doilies and enjoyed visiting together.
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MV Garden Club plants seeds of love on
Valentine’s Day

Third Annual Mike Tyler 5K
Run/Walk

Nominations sought by
Volunteer Center for two
community service awards

Each year, Montgomery
County honors remarkable in-
dividuals and groups that
have significantly contributed
to the community through the
prestigious Marriott Spirit to
Serve Community Service
and Path of Achievement
awards.

Both programs are man-
aged through the Montgom-
ery County Volunteer Center
and each award is judged
separately using a defined
criteria and selection process.
Nominations for both awards
are due no later than Friday,
March 14.            

The Marriott Spirit to Serve
Community Service award is
the county’s preeminent
award that recognizes volun-
teers or volunteer groups
whose efforts have provided
outstanding service to Mont-
gomery County. Four honor-
ees will be selected and recog-
nized at a ceremony/recep-
tion in April. Marriott Interna-
tional will donate $500 to each
honoree’s volunteer program.

The Path of Achievement

award honors county resi-
dents aged 60 and older
whose work and spirit have
led to special accomplish-
ments in personal and com-
munity endeavors. Honorees
are recognized from five cat-
egories including, advocacy;
arts and humanities; commu-
nity service; sports and fit-
ness; and workplace contri-
butions. The awards will be
presented at a ceremony and
reception in May.

Nomination forms and di-
rections for submission are
available on the center’s web
site.

The Montgomery County
Volunteer Center, under the
Offices of the County Execu-
tive, connects residents with
volunteer opportunities and
helps government, businesses
and non-profits effectively
harness the energy of volun-
teers to serve the community.

For more information on
the Montgomery County Vol-
unteer Center, call 240-777-
2600 or visit www.montgomery
countymd.gov/volunteer.

Literacy
tutors
needed

The Literacy Council of
Montgomery County has
more than 200 adult students
on its waiting list for tutors.
Become a volunteer literacy
tutor and teach an adult to
read, write or speak English.
No foreign language skills are
necessary. Tutors work one-
on-one or with small groups
and typically meet with stu-
dents in libraries or commu-
nity centers at mutually con-
venient times. A tutor orien-
tation will be held at the
Rockville Library on Tues-
day, March 4 from 7:30 to
9 p.m. Registration is re-
quired.  Call 301-610-0030 or
email info@literacycouncilmc
md.org.

There will be a charitable
run/walk at Watkins Mill
High School on Saturday,
April 12, at 9 a.m. in honor of
Michael Tyler, a WMHS stu-
dent who tragically died from
complications suffered in a
wrestling match in 2006. All
proceeds from this event will
go to the Mike Tyler Scholar-
ship Fund. A minimum dona-
tion of $10, payable to
Watkins Mill High School,
and a registration form are
requested prior to race day.

Registration forms are avail-
able in the main office of
Watkins Mill High School
and on the school’s web site.

If you are unable to partici-
pate, you can still donate by
sending a check to Watkins
Mill High School c/o Allison
Whitman and Michelle Pettit,
10301 Apple Ridge Road,
Gaithersburg, MD 20879.

For more information,
please call Allison Whitman
or Michelle Pettit at 301-840-
3964.

Girl Scouts participate in
Law Day

On Feb. 16, Girl Scout
Cadette Troop 1248 attended
Girl Scout Law Day at Catho-
lic University. The annual
event was hosted by CUA
Law School students, many of
whom were Girl Scouts as
young girls. The students,
who are members of the
Women’s Law Coalition,
guided the girls through dis-
cussions on privacy issues
(cell phone and Internet use)
and bills currently before
Congress that relate to youth.
Each girl wrote a letter to one
of her elected representatives
asking for support for a bill

they felt strongly about. A law
school professor (whose
daughter is a Brownie), dis-
cussed the differences be-
tween civil and criminal
cases, juvenile rights and
many other topics. The culmi-
nating activity allowed the
girls to participate in a mock
trial. The Girl Scouts earned
an Interest Project patch (Law
and Order).

The girls in the troop in-
cluded Katherine Hurley, Tess
Murphy, Ashleigh Murray,
Mary Beth Parshall and
Taylla Smith. Janice Murray
and Kathleen Hurley were the
chaperones.

The cookies are here! Erin Bowles of Junior troop
1217 prepares to unpack some of 9,300 boxes of
cookies sold so far by Girl Scouts in the Watkins Mill
cluster. Last year, the Girl Scout Council of the
Nation’s Capitol sold a record 4 million boxes.
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