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LANDSCAPING (PLANTINGS AND RELATED STRUCTURES) 
 

 
OBJECTIVE/GOAL: 

To provide homeowners with guidelines for the installation of landscaping 
materials including plantings, hardscape materials (pavers, stones, landscape ties, 
etc.), and structures. 
 

GUIDELINE DETAILS: 
• Plantings on individual properties do not require prior approval. The ARB  

suggests that homeowners have a design in mind when planting. This will help to 
use the right amount of plantings as well as materials that are not too large for the 
scope of the project. 

• Homeowners should as much as possible use native plant species and avoid 
invasive plant species. 

• Any permanent structure (i.e. retaining wall, patio, etc.) does require prior  
approval.  

• For minor landscape projects, please refer to the attached guidelines. 
• Landscape in-ground lights will require prior approval. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST (items to include with your application): 

□ PIR (Property Improvement Request) form must be completed and signed by the owner. 

□ A detailed scaled plan of the proposed landscape project must be included with the PIR. 

□ Permanent landscape items that are being proposed to be located on the property must be 
shown clearly on a drawing or in a picture. 

□ All plans will be reviewed on an individual basis taking into consideration the size of the 
house as well as the lot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions: Call Architectural Standards (301) 948-0110 



GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPING 
MONTGOMERY VILLAGE 

 
 Landscaping is a good way for Village homeowners to add a personal touch to their properties in Montgomery 

Village. Well-designed landscaping in the front, side and rear yards can enhance the curb appeal and add beauty and 
charm as well as a sense of order to a property. On the other hand, a poorly maintained yard or the improper use of 
landscape materials can create an appearance of disharmony and unsightliness. 

 
 Homeowners are required to submit an application to the Montgomery Village Foundation if proposed yard 

modifications involve structural changes. The MVF Architectural Review Board reviews structural landscape 
modifications to assure the attractiveness of the landscape project and to make sure the changes enhance the overall 
appearance of the property.  

 
The following guidelines are provided to inform homeowners what structural changes require review by 

the ARB:  
• The removal of more than one-half of the natural greenery in a yard and replacing it with structural  

materials such as brick, flagstone, stones and gravel, wood timbers or boards, cement, synthetic  
pavers, synthetic landscape borders, metal fences, etc.   

• The installation of 6” or higher landscape borders or retaining walls of any material to create planting 
beds and/or to define property lines 

• The construction or installation of any type of planters to hold flowers and/or shrubs 
• The construction or installation of ponds, fountains and bird baths of any size and design. 
• The installation of lattice sections, trellises, plant holders, or arbors of any size and material. 
• The use of decorative stones and boulders. 
• The creation of vegetable gardens in the front or side yard. 
• The installation of compost containers (MVF has guidelines for each Village community available  

upon request). 
• The creation of above-ground and visible water drainage system using rubber or plastic tubing or  

some other type of construction material.   
• Any topographical changes including re-grading of yards  
• The placement of walkway or landscape lights. 
• The placement of hardscape materials (pavers, stones, landscape ties, etc.) to create planting beds,  
       walkways, etc.  
 
The following items are not acceptable and will not be approved: 
• White landscape stones  
• Dyed or colored mulches 
• Vegetable gardens in the front or side yards  
 
Because plantings and shrubs have a major impact on an individual property as well as the community 

itself, it is important to consider the following additional landscape guidelines:    
• Over-planting of trees, shrubs and plants in both the front and rear yards is discouraged. Plants should  

be selected carefully so that when fully grown they will be appropriate in height and breadth for their               
location in the yard. 

• The planting of large flowering plants to the front of a home is discouraged due to their major impact  
       on the house itself. 
• The removal of mature trees and bushes especially when they impact the curb appeal should be  
       considered carefully. 
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